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PRESIDENTIAL LETTER JUNE 2017

Dear colleagues,
The first year of my presidency has passed and it is time for
reflection. The Board of Directors (BoD) have worked on a 5-year
strategy and the paper will soon be launched on the EACTA
website. The focus is to engage EACTA members in the strategy, to
attract new members and increase the visibility of the EACTA
society globally.

Bodil Steen Rasmussen
President of EACTA
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To be the leading European
Association for professionals
working in cardiothoracic and
vascular anaesthesia,
intensive care and
perioperative medicine
MISSION
To ensure excellence in health
care by providing high quality

The 32nd EACTA Annual Congress in Berlin was a great success
with more than 800 delegates. Invited speakers, presenters of the
accepted abstracts and a variety of workshops excellently covered
the theme of the four Cs: ‘Comprehensive Cardiovascular
Cardiothoracic Care (C4)’. I want to thank the local organisers
Matthias Heringlake and Joachim Erb and their staff for creating
such a superb annual meeting in collaboration with the EACTA
Congress Chair Donna Greenhalgh and the subcommittees.
A high priority for the BoD is to secure financial stability within
EACTA. One of the steps taken is the change in the reimbursement
policy for speakers, decided by the Representative Council (RC) in
Basel June 2016 and valid until 2018 at the Annual Congress in
Manchester. This initiative creates a challenge to the planning of the
Annual Congresses and Echo Courses, therefore, I kindly
encourage all EACTA members to offer lectures in the year to come
and support your society. The reimbursement policy is to be
evaluated at the RC Meeting in Manchester September 2018.
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A special thanks goes to Joachim Erb who has served as the
Secretary General in the EACTA BoD for several years. His
dedication and hardworking service have secured a basis for
regaining the financial stability of EACTA and I hereby express my
gratitude to Joachim Erb on behalf of the EACTA membership.

and hang it on your
departments notice board.

A wish to give a warm welcome to Mohamed El Tahan, who was
elected as a new BoD member at the Berlin RC Council. Following
the RC election, the BoD decided to reorganise the positions within

the board. The Secretary General is now Jörg Ender, the
Subcommittee Chair is Patrick Wouters and the Educational Chair is
Mohamed El Tahan.
Next year in Manchester, there will be at least one vacant position in
the BoD. I urge all EACTA members and the RCs to look for
potential new board members and encourage them to apply for the
vacant positions in 2018. I can promise you a membership of a great
team of directors. I hope to see a number of aspiring colleagues
running for the vacant positions. Please do not hesitate to contact
me or other BoD members for further information.
Registration for the ECHO Course in Valencia, Spain, September
30th to October 3rd, 2017 is now open and I hope to see many of you
in Valencia. In the meantime, I wish you all a nice and peaceful
summer.
With Best Wishes
Bodil Steen Rasmussen

ECHO COURSE
IN VALENCIA
Registration for ECHO
Course is now open!
September 30-October 3
in Valencia, Spain.
Click here to register and view
the programme of ECHO

MEMBERSHIP
EACTA membership is open
to all professionals interested
in cardiothoracic and vascular
anaesthesia, intensive care
and perioperative medicine.
Open for renewal and for new
membership at our website.

Course here.

PUBLICATION
EACTA has taken part in a
consensus document ‘Use of
anaesthetics in young children’
published in EJA 2017. Click here
to read the article.

